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December 21, 1950 - April 21, 2018
Christian P. Hald III passed peacefully in his sleep Saturday morning, April 21, 2018, in the
comfort of his home, at the age of 67. He will be remembered for his huge heart and a
spirit to help anyone he met in any way he could. He quietly and diligently worked behind
the scenes in many areas of the community, taking care of details that are often
overlooked but essential to keep things moving. Chris was born December 21, 1950 in
Minneapolis, Minnesota. He grew up in Ashland, Oregon with his parents and sisters.
He graduated from Ashland High School in 1969 and then enlisted in the Oregon National
Guard, while also earning his Bachelor of Science from Southern Oregon University. Chris
proudly served for 25 years, retiring as a Lieutenant Colonel. He took the guard motto of
having a “can-do attitude” to adapt, improvise and overcome to heart, applying it to many
aspects of his life.
In October 1979, while Chris was in Colorado completing necessary coursework to open
his business, Hald Real Estate Co., he “met himself a Texas woman,” Carolyn Sue
Goodwin. They spent months exchanging their love through letters and phone calls until
he was finally able to persuade Carolyn to move to Ashland. Chris married Carolyn on
May 16, 1981. They had three beloved daughters, Carrie Celeste Brown, Megan Sue
Roemmich, and Christy Dawn Schuermeyer.
It was in high school that Chris’s love for skiing began as a founding member of the
Ashland High School ski team in 1967. His passion for skiing continued to grow
throughout life, becoming a certified level 3 ski instructor, Technical Delegate (TD), and
member of the Professional Ski Instructors of America. Chris’s influence in the skiing
community could be strongly felt on Mt. Ashland, as well as throughout the Pacific
Northwest. He loved the sport and did all that he could to help others learn to love it also,
by encouraging and helping others to join ski teams and to pursue coaching positions. He
also officiated many ski races at Squaw Valley and surrounding mountains. His jovial

presence will be missed. In the most recent years, Chris’s joy was spending time with his
daughters while teaching his grandchildren to ski. On Friday nights, Chris and Carolyn
could often be found at Grizzly football games or the Ashland Elks Lodge enjoying dinner.
Chris liked being a dad, but he LOVED being a grandfather. Chris had seven
grandchildren, Celeste and Lucille Brown; Cole, Georgia, and Charlotte Roemmich; and
Cooper and Casey Schuermeyer. He adored playing with all of them and spoiled them
regularly with Tootsie Roll lollipops, cookies, and big bowls of rocky road ice cream.
He was preceded in death by his parents, Christian and Jacque Jean Hald; and grandson,
Blake Roemmich. He is survived by his wife; daughters; grandchildren; and sisters,
Christine Kovach, Terry Mettler, and Tammy Hald.
Having lived in Ashland for 65 years, Chris’s connections to others throughout the
community is far greater than his family ever will know. Please join us as we remember
this great man.
A service will be held May 12 at 10 a.m. at the First Presbyterian Church in Ashland,
followed by a celebration of life at 12:30 p.m. the Mt. Ashland Lodge.
In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the Mt. Ashland Association.
https://www.mtashland.com/donations/
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Comments

“

I met Chris in 1977 up on Mt. Ashland. He stood back and watched me flail about at
the top of Dream, and then casually skied over and asked me if I had ever skied
before. "Does it look like I have ever skied before?" was all I could muster. He gave
me some pointers as I skied off the mountain and would later give me a few lessons
and told me to stay off the top of the mountain. "You are not ready." It is hard to
imagine Ashland without Chris in it. May he rest in peace.

Watha - February 19 at 12:41 PM

“

It is so hard to believe that Chrissy is gone. The Halds and the Demos grew up
together and losing Chris is like losing one of our own. Chris was a force. I remember
when growing up we went to the Twin Plunges swimming pool every day in the
summer. We would begin at 8:00 a.m. practicing for the swim team under Coach
Gordon Hays. It was like a neighborhood gathering, the Halds, the Demos, the Hays
kids and others. We finished at 10:00, went home for a few hours and then headed
back down by 1:00. We’d spend all day there, diving for quarters or playing tag. I still
remember with fear when it was Chrissy’s turn to be “it”. No one could get away from
him. He was relentless if you were his choice to “tag”. No amount of cutting corners,
swimming hard or running on deck would shake him. If you were his prey, you were
tagged. I remember summer days skate boarding at the college. Chris would
manipulate the automatic sprinklers soaking us all. Again, he was relentless and
there was no escaping if you were his target. There are so many great memories of
growing up in Ashland and the Halds were an important part of that. Carolyn; Baron
and I send our sincerest sympathies to you and the girls. Christine, Terry and Tammy,
you know how important you are to us and our hearts go out to you. We love you.
Rhonda Demo Mathews and Baron Mathews

Rhonda Mathews - April 26, 2018 at 05:31 PM

“

I am SO sorry for the loss of your husband/dad/grandpa/brother. Chris (Chrissy) was
a big part of my life. I have so many memories of him: spending the night together
when we were little; swimming/tag (Twin Plunges and 600 Roca St.); water skiing
(Iron Gate); the log rolling over him in the surf (Crescent City); many July 4ths; many
December 21sts; Christmas Eve (borscht???); Christmas night (Omars). Chris gave
me my first and only skiing lesson. He put me on an advanced lift, we got off, he told
me to point my skis downhill and ski. Then he left. Oh well, I was never much for
snow. I loved him and his infectious laugh, and you know how I feel about your entire
family. My heart hurts for all of you.
Love,
Dian Saito

Dian Saito - April 26, 2018 at 10:53 AM

“

For the hald family. I am so sorry for your loss. My family had so many great memories of
Chris and your whole family. The funny thing is that I think of Christine, Chris,terry and
Tammy as being young children. I love you all and am thinking of you at this time. Barbara
lees Davis
barbara lees davis - May 23, 2018 at 10:42 AM

“

I will always remember seeing/skiing and talking with Chris on MA from high school
years to this last season. Everyone knew Chris from the years of his dedication to
MA racing, he will be deeply missed, our thoughts and prayers are with his family.
Warmest Regards, Jim North

JIm North - April 24, 2018 at 04:46 PM

