Jolie Egert Elan
June 19, 1969 - November 30, 2020

Shalom Friends of Jolie Zichronah l'vracha/May her memory be for blessing,
On Sunday, February 28th, 16th of Adar, we will once again gather with masks at 2 pm at
the Willow Witt Ranch to sing some songs and tell some stories. We will gather and walk
together from the parking area that is closest to the trail leading to her grave. I'm not sure
how snowy it will be up there and perhaps it won't be manageable to even get up there,
given whatever weather decides to blow in. At this point, I'm planning to still have this
gathering and hope for a break in all the winter storms for at least that day and time. I'm
including the directions below here.
After the graveside gathering there will be an outdoor backyard gathering at Jolie's z"l'
1044 Park Street house. There will be a fire and hot apple-cider available. We will gather
there starting at 5:30. All of this is weather dependent and you can assume it is
happening, unless you hear otherwise from me. If you can't make it to the gravesite, come
to the fire or vice versa!
Looking forward to sharing stories, grief, tears and seeing Jolie's z"l' face reflected in each
of you,
Nicole

Jolie, May Her Memory Be for Blessing, was an inspirational educator, activist, deep
ecologist, ethnobotanist, wild-woman, and spiritual counselor for those looking to deepen
their connection to the sacred earth. She died suddenly on November 30, 2020, in her
home with her mother, who was caring for her, after just having recently been diagnosed
with stage four ovarian cancer, a week prior. The severity of her condition had only just
been discovered when she died from this cancer, leaving us all bereft.

She was laid to rest in an oak grove in a beautiful Jewish green burial service led by
Rabbis David Zaslow and Julie Benioff. She was covered in earth, acorns, flowers,
prayers, and offerings at Willow-Witt Ranch’s Forest natural burial ground.
https://www.willowwittranch.com/the-forest-natural-burial-ground
Born Jolie Danielle Lonner in Brooklyn, NY on June 19, 1969 to Susan Shaftel Lonner
(now Susan Margin) and Robert Lonner. She was a sister to Monique Lonner Leisher and
Nicole Lonner Dorfman, Sister-in-Law to Steve Leisher and Brian Dorfman, an Aunt to Eli
and Avery Dorfman, Niece to Ellen Streisand and Lee & Lynn Shaftel, Cousin to Erica,
Steven, Haley & Max Needle, as well as to Aaron, Noah, Joshua, and Rachel Shaftel. She
was the beloved ex-wife of David Egert as well as being a true and wonderful friend and
auntie to a large tribe of friends, co-workers, creatures, plants, and the planet. She was
the mother of many wonderful fur companions including Scout her dog, and her dear cate
Fate who preceded her in death. Her cats Acorn and Tiger Lily are still catting about on
this earth and being cared for by her friend Patrick.
Jolie was a longtime activist and environmentalist. She worked in the anti-nuclear
movement along with so many other anti-war movements. At the age of 19 she began
organizing actions at the Nevada test site. She was a visionary. She was involved in the
Dann Ranch, protecting lands of the Western Shoshone ranching sisters. She was also
actively involved with Seeds of Peace and participated in the 1992 cross-country Walk for
Mother Earth.
Jolie received her B.A. from Evergreen State College in Environmental Studies and her
master’s degree in Natural Resources from Humboldt State University. She was the
founding Director of Go Wild Institute, https://www.gowildinstitute.org/. She inspired
thousands of people to deepen their relationship with nature and her work continues
through the Go Wild Institute. She was a magical teacher with bold and unique
interdisciplinary ideas. She lit up any space she was in when teaching about her beloved
sacred Oaks, whether in the schools or just on a walk. She taught physically having her
students crack and grind acorns while listening to her tell the mythical stories of the Oak
Trees.
She taught everything from botany to plant communication at a wide range of herbal
medicine schools, and environmental and spiritual organizations throughout the world.
Jolie worked with ethnobotanical projects on four continents including restoring sacred
forest groves in India and developing an herbal medicine sector in war torn Kosovo. She
worked and taught actively with herbalist Matthew Wood.
http://www.matthewwoodherbs.com/
Jolie was a certified permaculture designer and a seasoned environmental advocate with
twenty years of experience building and helping to maintain diverse networks, especially
with indigenous groups focused on protecting sacred sites. She has served on many
Boards and was the President of the Marin Chapter of the California Native Plant Society.

She was a Lorax, speaking always for the trees. Her dedication to trees meant listening to
what they told her: “While meditating on Mount Tam, the Tanoaks told me that their
wisdom is leaving the planet. They used to be loved, celebrated, and cared for. They are
sick, lonely and feel unloved. They asked me for oak ceremonies on Mount Tam. And as
nuts as it may seem—I am going to do it, after all—today’s mighty oak is just a little nut
who stood her ground.” Based on this conversation with the Tanoak Spirit, Jolie created
the annual Oak Ceremony on Mt. Tamalpais in 2012. Come rain, sun, or fire she has held
a ceremony for them each year since. Her work lives on in those who have agreed to
carry this ceremony forward.
Combining her love for the earth with her spiritual practice, she completed her training as
a Spiritual Director. She acted in this position as a spiritual companion for anyone wishing
to increase their intimacy with the Divine, especially through their connection to the natural
world. Her most current workshops were through the Work that Reconnects, a movement
she actively participated in and helped lead teachings through.
https://workthatreconnects.org/
As a Jewish Wild Woman, she worked within the Jewish community with organizations like
the American Jewish World Service, Hazon, Wilderness Torah, Temple Emek Shalom,
Havurah Shir Hadash, and the Jewish Community Center of San Francisco and many
others. She offered eco-Jewish classes that grounded Jewish practices and teachings in
the Earth based wisdom she embodied.
Jolie was often found foraging wild foods and herbs and making acorn cakes, crackers,
and herbal medicines. She loved long walks in the woods with friends, contemplating life’s
mysteries and always asking provocative questions. She was interested in deeper
meanings, integrity, honesty, and real lessons of life. She loved all her fur-companions.
She loved music and to dress up and embody various characters including Elvis Presley.
She was often seen in her fabulous Elvis costume dancing up a wild storm. She was
writing her own book detailing her journey through individual plant teachers, which we
hope to publish posthumously, please see her website at https://www.gowildinstitute.org/
for updates on her writings.
Jolie was buried in a simple Jewish shroud in a wild and beautiful place in the hills outside
of Ashland. Her friends and family carried her body through a field of sweet grasses and
trees, down a hill amidst the pines and oaks. She was laid to rest in the earth she loved
and labored for. She was buried with earth-medicines, plants, acorns, earth from Mount
Tam and Israel and many tears and prayers from her family and friends. “We prayed and
sang and blessed her and the world while the wind whistled through the trees and the sun
shined. We cried

Much beloved steward of the earth and all her creations, JOLIE EGERT ELAN, 51, of
Ashland, Oregon passed away Monday, November 30, 2020 at her residence. Virtual
memorial will be held at 6:30 p.m., Thursday, December 3, 2020. Please email
office@emekshalom.org for service link.
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Comments

“

I am so saddened to hear about Jolie's death. I met her when we were both on the
Board of Marin California Native Plant Society, and she took over for me as president
of the Board when I gave birth to my daughter. I truly admired her fierce spirit and
commitment to our planet. She will be missed.

Stacey Pogorzelski - January 26 at 04:49 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Litwiller - Simonsen Funeral Home - January 08 at 05:20 PM

