Karen Ann Rethman-Foll
January 13, 1949 - November 23, 2020

Karen Ann Rethman Foll passed away on November 23 in her home of 23 years in
Ashland OR of a brain tumor. She was with her husband and two of her closest friends.
Passing was quiet and peaceful under her own terms..
Karen was born on January 13 1949 in Cambridge MA. Spent her early life in Cambridge
and the surrounding area until 1977 when she moved to the San Francisco Bay Area.
Karen worked for State Street Bank and IBM in Boston. It was when she was with IBM
that she moved to San Francisco and there she met her husband, Gary Foll. They were
married on Aug 26 1980 on a bicycle trip down the CA coast.
She left IBM to attend San Francisco State and achieved BA in computer and finance..
she continued her career with ATT, Bank of America and World Savings all in the S. F .
area.
In 1977 Karen and her husband moved to Ashland and bought a house in the Rail Road
District and lived there until her death.
After arriving in Ashland she volunteered to be a stitcher and later was hired in the OSF
costume shop. She was later offered a a job to establish a Costume Rental Business and
was Costume Rental manager for 10 years until her retirement in 2012.
She was quite active in sewing and knitting groups in Ashland, Medford area. She
belonged to the American Sewing Guild, Bear Creek Knitters and was in a small art to
wear group.
Ask Karen’s friends and they will tell you she was a welcoming and gracious hostess, had
a great laugh, was wickedly funny, a great planner and was always working on some
project. She was organized, could pack three weeks of clothes into a itty bitty carry on,
enthusiastic, and had a lovely creative streak. They will also tell you she “was not one to

suffer fools”. She will be sorely missed by all who knew her and loved her.
Karen and her husband , Gary Foll, loved to travel and did so from the time they met..Both
were active cyclist and did many bike trips in the US and Europe. Her favorite places to
bike were in Italy and England. Together she and her husband traveled to 9 countries .
Among her favorites were a trip to South Africa with a wine tour group where they spent 4
days at Thula Thula Elephant reserve. Another was a Rhode Scholar trip to Cuba.
She is survived by her husband, Gary Foll, a step daughter ,Yvonne Foll of Half Moon Bay
CA, her cousins Jackie Ferraguto, Beth Rizzo, Robin Gilroy, Ellen Hinchey, Susan Olson
and Mark Bash all of the Massachusetts area. She also had a stepsister , Elaine Rethman
LaCoursiere , who she had just discovered through Ancestory. Karen was able to visit
Elaine last summer in MA.
A celebration of Karens life will be held early next year.
Donations in Karen’s honor can be made to Access and the local food banks.

Comments

“

Patricia Darcy lit a candle in memory of Karen Ann Rethman-Foll

Patricia Darcy - January 28 at 10:52 AM

“

Susan Haviland lit a candle in memory of Karen Ann Rethman-Foll

Susan Haviland - January 26 at 12:05 PM

“

Robin Chandler lit a candle in memory of Karen Ann Rethman-Foll

Robin Chandler - January 22 at 09:27 AM

“

Helene Quinn lit a candle in memory of Karen Ann Rethman-Foll

helene quinn - December 17, 2020 at 12:30 PM

“

Karen’s passing is a great loss to her family and friends. I was so pleased to become
reacquainted with Karen in the past 10 or so years. It was on Karen’s initiative That
the St.Peter’s High School class of 1967 had a reunion and then a second one which
flourished into reconnections with many classmates. Karen was diligent in her pursuit
of locating each of us.
Karen was a delight, so articulate and funny, very creative and talented. She was a
doer and a giver. Her love and admiration for Gary was very apparent.
She will be missed greatly.
Helene Quinn classmate

helene quinn - December 17, 2020 at 12:28 PM

“

Karen was creativity on two feet. She was a wonderful neighbor, so willing to pitch in
and make the annual neighborhood block party bash a success. A highlight of any
gathering was seeing what Karen was wearing. So talented. I will miss her friendly
smile at Mix coffee shop.
Connie Crow
Neighbor

c crow - December 14, 2020 at 12:15 PM

“

We were so lucky to be able to spend many vacations with our cousins Karen and
Gary. To find new cousins in Kerry and additional cousins in Massachusetts was a
treasure to Karen.
Karen lived every moment to the utmost with Joy and dignity. Karen and Gary were a
match made in heaven. She has left a emptiness in our hearts and will dearly be
missed.
Cousins
Jackie and Andy Ferraguto

Jacqueline Ferraguto - December 13, 2020 at 05:52 PM

