Lyle Francis Matoush
October 11, 1930 - January 3, 2021

Lyle Francis Matoush, Professor Emeritus of Art at Southern Oregon University (SOU) and
Master printmaker and artist, passed away at Linda Vista Nursing and Rehab Center
January 3rd, 2021, of complications related to Covid-19. He was born in 1930 in
Julesburg, Colorado. He is survived by his wife Jime Matoush who resides at Skylark
Assisted Living in Ashland, children Toby Leigh Matoush and Victor Evangelos Matoush,
and grandchildren, Mallory Amanda and Matthew Hikaru. Lyle and Jime Matoush have
lived in Ashland for 55 years. Lyle was an important member in the Oregon printmaking
scene as well as a founding member of the Northwest Print Council. He taught at
Southern Oregon University for 39 years and had many art exhibits over the years. He
was also instrumental in mentoring new artists and printmakers. He was a beloved figure
recognizable to many on the streets of Ashland and at the university, and is described by
one friend as a local celebrity. Known to many as the candy-man, Lyle was a Santa-Claus
like figure who could be seen in his stylish feathered hat riding through town on his red
scooter distributing candy to delighted friends everywhere.
Lyle earned his BA in art education from Colorado State College at Greeley and was on
the winning football team that was awarded the Colorado State Championship when he
was a freshman. Lyle used to tell a story that he got into lithography after seeing maps
being printed during his service during the Korean war. After receiving his MA in
printmaking at San Francisco State University he apprenticed to master lithographer
Ernest de Soto at the Collectors Press in San Francisco. At that time, there were fewer
than 50 master printers in the country. He started teaching high school in Paoli, Indiana,
(1957-59) and in Klamath Falls (1960-65) until he had an opportunity to instruct at the
University of British Columbia (1964-5) in the summers and at Southwestern Oregon
Community College in 1966 as a guest faculty.
In 1965 he was instrumental in developing the printmaking program with Betty LaDuke at
what was then called Southern Oregon State College. He found presses and old
commercial limestones and established a teaching studio in an army barrack acquired
from White City. Matoush was an important part of a cohort of young professors after

World War II which included Glen Alps and Gordon Gilkey who revitalized print-making
between the 1950s and ‘70s. Matoush envisioned printmaking as an ideal medium for
artists and students to make multiple copies of their work, while at the same time retaining
a tactile sense of their original process of creating images. Before retirement, he was
given the opportunity to travel to the University of Guanajuato to teach printmaking there
by then SOU University President Joe Cox.
Lyle had many art exhibits during his adult life; he showed multiple times in group shows
at the Schneider Museum in Ashland and had many shows at the Hanson Howard Art
Gallery in Ashland as well as at the Treehaven and Heiter Galleries. He also had a large
show featuring his own art as well as artists from his extensive art collection at the
Schneider Museum in 2000. Outside of Ashland, he had group shows at the Portland Art
Museum and at Coos Bay art galleries. He also exhibited his art internationally with a
major solo show at the Museo del Pueblo in Guanajuato in 2003.
As a professor at SOU for 35 years, he influenced and mentored a number of artists and
printmakers over the years which included Miguel Rivera who now chairs the Kansas City
Art Institute Printmaking Program. Although he taught other required art classes which
included drawing, ceramics, jewelry, and color theory, his focus was on classes in
lithography, relief printing, and intaglio. Matoush worked with both abstract and realism
and his art reflected a fascination with color, reflections of objects and light. His subject
matter was often his immediate environment and he frequently did series on related
objects such as mannequins, cars, nature, etc. After he was unable to work with prints due
to physical limitations, he began working in pastel.
Lyle will be remembered as an important artist who influenced and drove printmaking in
Oregon, a beloved professor of art, a mentor to many new artists and printmakers, and as
a loving husband, father, grandfather, and friend. He is described by the Mail Tribune in a
2008 article as “the godfather of art printmaking in Southern Oregon.” He was a greatly
loved figure in the Oregon art scene and at SOU for many years, recognizable by the
mischievous twinkle in his eye, his infectious laugh, and his friendliness to everyone he
met. His beautiful and larger than life spirit will live on in his art which can be seen at the
Schneider Museum and in the homes of relatives, friends, and fellow artists. It also lives
on in the spirit of his grandson who is already an accomplished artist at 14. A celebration
of life is being planned for early summer; please contact Lyle’s daughter Toby at
kattstormmusic@gmail.com for more information, to assist with planning, or to speak. He
will be greatly missed by family and friends.

Comments

“

I have just received news of Lyle's passing yesterday. I was a student and lab
assistant of Lyle's in the early '80's. Not only was Lyle an instrumental part of my
development as an artist and Galley Director(Stevenson Union Gallery) he was a
mentor and best of all a great Friend. Oh the memories of Pine Hall, the many late
night wrapping up another Edition. There were many a friendship with other students
that have lived on today all being students of Lyle's. My wife and I have a few of
Lyle's Prints and Pastels. They hold prominent space in our house. Lyle and his
inspiration will live on. His legacy will be missed.
Thomas Eldridge
Class of 1984

THOMAS A ELDRIDGE - March 28 at 11:59 AM

“

Lyle and Jime were close friends and fellow artists and teachers to ourselves and our
daughter, Jennie, since 1960 in K.Falls and Ashland. When we moved to Seattle we
kept in touch with them. The loss of Lyle is a great loss to us personally and to the
Pacific Northwest Art Scene. Never was there a more dedicated and kind man. Our
condolences To Toby and Victor and all the family.
Weldon Jean Skirvin, Elice Skirvin Swanson, Jennie Skirvin Brott

Elice Swanson - February 06 at 02:13 AM

“

Practical Magic
Lyle Matoush was one of the reasons I moved to Southern Oregon. I took a
lithography class the last semester of my final year at the University of Oregon.
Among other things, I learned that printmaking was the discipline I should have
majored in all along. The graduate student teaching the course thought so too and
told me about Lyle, who was teaching at Southern Oregon State College (now SOU).
I moved to the valley in 1978. In 1982, I embarked on a Master’s degree with him as
my advisor.
I learned about intaglio and block printing during my four years at SOU, but my first
love was lithography. It’s a difficult, mysterious discipline and Lyle was a master. He
had reference charts in the area where we prepped our stones—how much acid to
use, the amounts of asphaltum and gum Arabic needed to successfully etch an
image, the length of time it would take. Even then, success wasn’t assured. Weird
things happened. Inked images would fill in, areas dropped out but Lyle could fix
what went wrong because of his extensive experience and technique. I didn’t realize
how good he was until I became one of his lab assistants and worked with people
from other programs and schools. Some didn’t understand the basics or the process
even after they’d taken classes elsewhere. I felt very lucky. Lyle’s detail-oriented,
craftsmanlike approach eschewed short cuts and could be really frustrating but it
gave me a solid creative foundation that helped me succeed.
Lyle was also plain spoken. Coddling people wasn’t his style, which was good for
me. I started out undisciplined and aimless, having no clear idea of where I was
going or what I wanted to do. I would have been happy to stay within my comfort
zones but Lyle wouldn’t let me. He pushed me past my boundaries, encouraging me
to attempt things that I’d never considered and didn’t realize were within my
capabilities. I finally figured out that he didn’t let up because he believed in me.
On the eve of graduation, Lyle and I talked about what was next. I was about to join
the communications department at the Oregon Shakespeare Festival and Lyle was a
little disappointed that I wouldn’t be pursuing a career in art. In retrospect, it was a
good, secure decision with a lot of advantages but I understand Lyle’s reluctance to
fully endorse it. He was, first and foremost, an artist. With Lyle, it went beyond
wanting to be one. He was created to bring beautiful, amazing things into the world
and he knew it.
There is a card in the Tarot called the Magician. In some versions, it shows a man
with one arm reaching up and the other one pointing down. The Magician is drawing
inspiration from within and without to physically manifest it. Lyle is that card.
Whenever I see it, I’m reminded of the dapper, energetic, occasionally irascible
wizard who excelled at practical magic and gave so much to me. There will always
be a little of him in whatever I do.
Thank you, Lyle.
Beth Bardossi Van Trump

Elizabeth Van Trump - January 31 at 05:59 PM

“

Thank you so much Beth for this beautiful tribute. I am sure Dad is smiling wherever he is.
Toby Matoush
Toby Matoush - February 04 at 01:32 AM

“

To loving Lyle

Kim - January 25 at 10:29 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

Kim - January 25 at 09:14 PM

“

Here is to loving Lyle

Kim - January 25 at 09:13 PM

“

Dear Dad,
Thank you so much for being such an amazing artist, a supportive and loving father,
and such an inspiration to me. When I was young I always wanted to be just like you.
Your passion for art and devotion to it was incredible. You were the only person I
knew who really lived their art almost 24/7. Your talent and passion for your craft has
been endlessly inspiring. My living room is filled with your art and I tell all my piano
families and students that you are the reason I am here teaching piano and
composing music.
You were such a force of nature and so much bigger than life. When we used to go
out to dinner, we always got home late because you frequently met people you knew
and you loved to talk to everyone. Mom would have to corral you into leaving; you
loved to socialize and people loved to talk to you. You were known around town as
the "candy man," and people everywhere looked forward to seeing you and getting
their treats.
Thank you so much for inspiring me and motivating me to be who I am today. I love
you so much and your beautiful spirit will continue to burn bright in your art and in the
memories of all of us forever. I miss you so much...
Toby Leigh Matoush (Daughter), Piano Teacher and Composer

Toby Matoush - January 19 at 05:45 PM

“

My condelences to the Matoush family for this great loss.
I first met Lyle and Jime in the month of September of 1990 when Lyle came to the
University of Guanajuato asking to teach Lithography, although their original plan
was to take a vacation but that is another story. Somebody at the art school came to
me asking me to translate for Lyle since I was the only student learning English at
the time. He never took a no for an answer from the school director Tomas ChavezMorado, for example, Lyle was told that the director couldn't pay his honorarium for
his course. He replied by telling Tomas that he wasn't asking for money. He was also
told that the school didn't have a budget for supplies to which he responded that he
would call a friend in the US to buy the supplies and ship them to him. He ended up
arranging a trip with his friend Jim Hibbard from Portland as Litho supplies were
scarce and difficult to get in Mexico.
After assisting and translating for him during his classes a missing mine most of the
entire semester, we became best friends. I remember him joining art students and
professors for social gatherings that lasted past his usual American bedtime, yet he
never ran out for words and would communicate with all one way or the other, even
though he didn't speak Spanish. I saw a spark of renewed energy and a purpose to
be part of the community instead of being confined to a hotel room. After working and
learning from his happy and extrovert personality, I decided to finish my education by
coming to study under his wing at SOU.
Thank you for everything Lyle.
Miguel Rivera
Kansas City, MO
Jan. 2021

Miguel A Rivera - January 18 at 01:36 PM

“

I remember Mr. Matoush for his kind and caring nature. When my son Andrew was
four years old he was given a black and white cat that "Mr. Matoush gave me. Can I
keep him?"
Skunk lived a long and happy life in our home. He also sent his son Kyle to escort
Kori and Maureen on their paper route when there was an unknown child killer in
Ashland. Mr. Matoush will be missed. Susan Nelson and family.

Susan Nelson - January 15 at 12:51 PM

