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Obituary for Ronald C. Bartley
February 2, 1931 - August 11, 2016
Ronald Clark Bartley, long-term Ashland resident, passed peacefully from mortality August
11, 2016 in Medford, Oregon. He lived an amazing and full life, and valiantly fought his
battle with Alzheimer's disease for over 13 years.
Ron was a geologist, an avid outdoorsman, and world traveler but his favorite place to be
was by the side of his wife of almost 63 years, Margaret (Mix) Bartley. They traveled
extensively together including hiking the Chilkoot Trail, and drifting 760 miles alone down
the Yukon River in a rubber boat. Their love and friendship were admired by many, and
they were fiercely loyal to one another.
He had a passion for aviation, earning his pilot's license at age 15, even before he could
drive a car. He later restored two airplanes, and won many air show awards for his
beautiful blue Hatz biplane. A lifelong history buff, he also wrote a book on the history of
aviation air mail on the West Coast ("Vern Gorst and the Pacific Air Transportation Air
Mail"). He was a member of the Oregon Aviation Historical Society until his death.
Despite his many accomplishments, Ron was a very humble man, always looking for the
good in others, and enjoying the simple pleasures of life. His gentle nature will be missed
by all who knew him, especially his family. Always a true gentleman, his influence and
example will live on for many generations to come.
Besides his wife, he is survived by his three children: Raymond (wife Kathy), Annette
(husband Virgil), Wayne; 11 grandchildren; 14 great-grandchildren; his sister Lillian
Stevenson of Canyonville, Oregon; a niece and 6 nephews. He was preceded in death by
his parents; his sister Beverly Garbe; and two grandchildren.
Memorial to be held at a later time.

