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Suzanne Montagne Duncan, age 74, passed away at her home in Ashland, Oregon, on
Saturday, July 20, 2019. She was passionate about life and was surrounded by her family
and friends as she faced death with courage and grace.
Suzanne was born October 24, 1944, in Santa Barbara, California, to Edward and Luella
(Rousseau) Montagne, the first of their five children. She graduated from Marymount High
School in Palos Verdes, California, in 1962, and received a B.A. in English from the
University of Southern California in 1966, where she was a member of the Alpha Chi
Omega sorority and received the Order of the Laurel award for exemplary leadership and
high achievement. She received a Master of Education from USC in connection with the
John Tracy Clinic in 1967.
At USC, on the first day of a ballroom dancing class to fulfill the P.E. requirement, she met
John Duncan, a geology graduate student, and they married in 1967. When John
accepted a postdoctoral fellowship at Princeton, they moved east, and Suzanne began
teaching at the Pennsylvania State School for the Deaf. John first worked for Exxon and
later for ARCO, and together they moved many times with their children Matthew (1969)
and Anne (1976), living in Houston, Denver, Dallas, Midland, Jakarta, and Manila.
Suzanne immersed herself in each new city, making friends quickly; she loved meeting
new people and hearing their life stories. In Denver, Suzanne taught Deaf Education at the
University of Northern Colorado at Greeley. In Texas, she volunteered with the American
Red Cross, the Volunteer Center of America, her children’s parent teacher associations,
and a reading program for underserved children. While living in Jakarta, she welcomed
and oriented incoming expatriate families, volunteered with the Indonesian Heritage
Society, updated a published Jakarta guidebook, learned the national language, and

traveled throughout Asia.
Suzanne and John moved to Ashland in 1999 to be close to her parents, and their house
became the hub for their loved ones and the site of many parties, including annual July
gatherings to honor the family patriarch and matriarch. Suzanne, who always met the
world with intellectual curiosity and a generous heart, became keenly engaged in the
Ashland community. She was involved with the AAUW of Ashland, the Schneider Museum
of Art at SOU, the Tudor Guild at OSF, Art Explorers, Bloomsbury’s long-running Book
Group #28, Food and Friends, the First Monday Soup Supper, the Early Tuesday Walkers,
and a cookbook group. In the spring of 2015, Suzanne and John walked the 500-mile
Camino de Santiago, crossing the French Pyrenees and northern Spain.
In September of 2015, Suzanne was diagnosed with lobular breast cancer, and in
November of 2018 with stage IV metastatic lobular breast cancer. She spent the last
months at home with her family, visited by loved ones, hosting dinner parties, and
planning the parties to come, including her father’s 101st birthday in July, which became
his memorial service when he died on June 13. Suzanne’s last public event was her
father’s funeral where she gave a very touching eulogy. She was extremely grateful to
Brenda with Providence Hospice and to Dr. Karin Kuhl for their generous care.
Throughout her life, Suzanne built strong personal communities, and her radiant smile and
open, vibrant spirit brought people together. She will be remembered as a devoted mother
and grandmother, a wise and loyal friend, a perceptive reader, an inventive cook, an
inquisitive and adventurous traveler, and a great talker—whether around a table with her
close-knit family and cherished friends, or with strangers who weren’t strangers for long.
Suzanne was an inspiration to many.
She is survived by her husband of 52 glorious years, John Duncan; her children, Matthew
(Cynthia) and Anne (Steve Sortijas); her grandchildren, Ellen, Miles, and Carter Duncan,
and Gael and Mireille Sortijas; her siblings, Claudia, David, and Paul Montagne. She is
predeceased by her father, Ed, her mother, Lou, and her brother, Mark.
We will honor Suzanne’s memory at a Mass at 10 a.m. on Saturday, August 10, 2019, at
Our Lady of the Mountain Catholic Church in Ashland, followed by a reception. Suzanne
chose two organizations that she deeply valued for any gifts made in her memory: the
AAUW’s SOU Foundation, supporting women’s education, AAUW Ashland, 2305 Ashland
St. Suite C, #406, Ashland, OR 97520; and Providence Hospice, through Southern
Oregon Friends of Hospice, 217 S. Modoc Avenue, Medford, OR 97504.
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